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CHRONICLE 

Balobaev Veniarnin Tikhonovich 
(02.01.1930 - 04.09.2011) 

Veniaшiн Tikhoнovi ch Balobaev passed avvay 
suddenly o n 4 Septembeг 2011, at ан age of 81. Не 
vvas геsеагс h ad visoг of tЬе Russian Асаdешу of Sci
ences at Melнikov Peгmafгost Iп st i t11te (Yakutsk) , 
veteran of \~тогk , hoнored work e1· of· tЬе нatioпal 
econom y of Yakutia (Saklы RepllЬli c ) , Doctи of 
Geo\ogy апd Mineralogy, Сопеsропdепt МетЬег of 
the Russian Academy of Scieпces (RAS) . 

Veпiamin Balobaev ~таs Ьогп оп 2 Januaгy 1930 
in tЬе tO\;vn of Tllla. Having fi nisЬed higЬ school in 
1948, he became student at Leningгad State Univeг
sity, Depaгtment of Pl1ysics. 

In 1953 he \;vas placed оп геsеагс !1 job at Ob
гuc l1ev In stitute of Permafгost in Moscow but а few 
month s later in ОсtоЬег of tl1e sam e year, Руоtг 
F. Shvetsov, RAS Сопеsронdенt МетЬег, suggested 
to recruit him fог а ne\;vly organized Yakutsk Peпna
fгost Resea rcЬ Station. Theгeon , all his life анd гe 
search activity remained linked vvith Yakutia , peг
mafrost science, and Peгшafrost Institute \.vhich 
stemm ed later from the Yakt1tsk Reseaгch Station. 
While vvoгking for the Institute, V.Т. Balobaev had 
achieved а great success iн science having become а 
bгilliant ехрегt in peгmafrost isst1es, renowн in Russia 

and аЬгоаd , and а holder of mану titles, posit ions, анd 
avvards. 

ТЬе vvoгking сапiег of Veniamiн Balobaev began 
in so 11theгп Yakutia wheгe he part icipated iп geo 
p l1ys ica l exploration of peгm a fгost \;v it h а suгvey 
g roll р at tl1e Council for Ртоd ucti ve F о гсеs of· t l1e 
USS R Academy of Scieнce. 

When diamond pгodu ction vvas init iated in Ya
kutia iп 1956, Veniamin Tikhonovich was appointed 
vice-director of Geological апd GeopЬysical Sшveys 
at the Peгmafгost Institu te whi ch aim ed at peгma 
frost exploгation for development of the Мiг kimbeг
li te pipe. 

In 1962 Balobaev found ed а lаЬогаtогу of geo
tl1erшa1 st t1di es and headed it ti11 1994. It was at that 
time when а device fог calibratiлg t he гmistors \;vas 
built t1пd е г l1is 1eadership, не\;у techнiqt1 es and instru
ments wете designed for measuring t h eгmophysical 
properti es of fгozen gгound and various existing 
methods were brought to а single standard , and vvhen 
investigation of teпestrial heat flo~' began in perma
frost and st1bpermafrost zones. Theoгet i cal and field 
studies witl1 his participation yielded а geothermal 
model and а heat flow map of Noгth Eшasia. 
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Fгош 1994 to 2001 Veniamin BalobaeY \.\таs as
sociate diгectoг of the Inst it ute гespon siЬle fог гe 
searcl1 шan agemen t. In t hat lыгd tiшe \vhen funding 
for science from the governшeвt \Vas seYeгe ly cut 
dowп all оvег the co u11try fог ргоЫ ешs i11 natio11al 
eco nomy, gгeat cred it шust go to BalobaeY wlю had 
pгeseгved all pгin cipa l lines of гesearch t he Instit ute 
\\таs гunniпg, as \vell as a ll its hшnап алd logistic 1·e
so L1гces. 

V. Balobaev's 58-уеагs woгk iп science was oveг
\Vl1 el шiпg l y frui tful. Не has developed а new field of 
geothermi cs for fгozen gгound and cгeated exceptioл
al пюde l s fo r paleo гecoп stru cti ons and predictions of 
peпna fгost be lыvio 1·. Не is the aut l101· of шоге thaп 
150 puЬli catioпs, including su cЬ fш1d aшe11ta l books 
as "Gеп ега l P erшafгost Sci eнce", " ТЬ егшорЬуsiса l 
Stucli es of Perшafrost iп S ibeгia", "Sнbsшface Ther
шal Field of Sibeгi a " , "Тешрегаtше, Peгmafrost, and 
Radiogenic Heat in t he Crust ofNoгth Asia", etc. The 
fuнdaшenta l tгeati se "Geoth erшics of Регшаfгоst i п 
the Li t lюspЬere of No гtl1 Asia" he puЬli sЬed in 1991 
co ntained ап iшрогtа п t i nfeгence t l1 at пegatiYe teш
pe гat LJ res in tb e Lippe г C ГLlst res LJl ted нnique] y fгom 
heat exc]ыnge co 11di t i oпs оп tЬ е suгface \v heгeas deep 
Ьеаt fJLJ x \.\таs t he onl y cont rol of peгmafгost thickпess 
i п pl aces \V h eгe it is large. In that stнdy Balobaev 
pгoved , t l1 eo гetica J ly ап сl expeгimeп tally, t he broad 
exteпt of t rans ie пt frozeп gгoL1пd iп Noгth Euгas i a 
ап d шode led tl1e Ji t lюspheгic pa l eotheпnal f'i eJd. The 
boo k 11 as Ьесоше а геfе гепсе оп е fо г everybody en
gaged in peгmafгost resea гch: fог ехре гiепсеd scie11 -
t ists as \veJl as fо г L1п de гgraduate о г postgгadu ate 
stL1 dents. 

V. BalobaeY J1 as co11tгib L1ted а lot to education: 
!1 е l1 as ЬгонgЬt up mапу skiJ1ed гesea rc l1 ers апd \Vas 
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sc ieп tif'i c adviso r of пumerou s caпdidate and doctoг 
theses in geosc i e п ces . Не \vas шеmЬег of iп te гп atioп 
al апd Russ i a п assoc iat ioлs in peпnafгost and geo
t heпni cs, member о±' Cryology Sc i eпtif'ic Co u лcil of 
the Rнss iaп Асаdешу of Sc i eп ces, vice сh аiгтал of 
the Disseгtation Couaci] at t he Регшаfгоst In t itote 
in Yaku tsk, edito1· iп sci eп ti fic jou гпa l s . 

Iп гecogni ti oп of his accompli shшents iп sc i e пce 
авd e lse\v]1 e гe, Ve11iaшi11 Balobaev \.\таs awa гded seY
e гa l medals, огd егs , aad pгi zes , 11ашеlу О гd е г of Peo
p] e's Fгi eп dsl1ip ; fош шeda l s, a111011g \vhi ch Medal fо г 
Gгeat Seгv i ce to t he Couп t r y, Secoпd Class; t \vo 
Ьго11zе pгize medals of VDNКl1 (ExhiЬi t i oп of Eco
nomic Achi evemeпts) ; a \vaгd badge of Goldeп Sigma 
\V i tЬ Diamoпd ; пшnего нs ce гtificates of me1·it fгот 
diffeгe 11t iпst i tнt ioлs (RLJ ss i a п Goveгnmen t, Siberi a11 
Braпch of tЬ е RL1 ss i aп Acade my of Sc ie п ces, CPSU 
Ce11tгa l Commi ttee, USSR S L1 p гe 111e So,т i et, Сел tга] 
Coнncil of Тгаdе U лi on s, and from Central Comшit
tee of USS R Уонпg CommLJnist Leagнe ) . 

Ve11i a111iп Tikhonovich \vas а c lып11i11g peгson a ] 
ity, full of c гeat iYe spiгi t, pass i oпate fог t l1e паtL1ге of 
seveгe NortЬ , а kее п scien tist, а п d patriot of t l1e i пsti 
tнte Ье wo гked for. Не possessed \.\тorld]y \Visdom and 
except i oлa l eпcycloped ic kп o \v l edge, be iпg always 
геаdу to s h a гe it \Vit h е \1 е гуЬоd у агоuлd . Не \Vas dis
tinctive ап d eп tbLJs i asti c i11 eveгyt l1iп g l1e \Vas do ing 
iп l1is eveгyd ay li fe : motoriл g, l1u лti11g, fis l1iп g, ga г
deni11g, or mL1 s hгoo111i11g. Peopl e kп е \.\т Ьim as а "'O П
derful family тап , а Ьеаd of а large нn ited fam i !у. 

Tl1e li fe of Ve11iaшiп Balobaev is а g l o\\r iпg ех
ашр lе of exce lle п t ex peгt ise , ded ication, d i li geп ce, 
алd cгeati vity. АпуЬоd у \.\1Ьо met h iш \vill keep шеm
огу of t l1e ргот i п епt scieп t i st a11 d 1·ешаrkаЫ с pe 1·soл 
ality. 

Fгiencls and colleag·ues 


