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The article presents the main milestones of the academic career of Professor Vyacheslav Konishchev, doc-
tor of geographical sciences and a prominent representative of the famous school of cryolithology at Lomonosov 
Moscow State University. Vyacheslav Nikolaevich is an expert in the study of the Earth’s cryosphere, of its 
historic and modern development. For many years, Professor Konishchev studied cryogenic formations in the 
Bolshezemelskaya tundra and Northern Yakutia, having developed the fundamental principles of analysis of 
loess-like cryogenic strata. He discovered the patterns of the evolution of the Earth’s cryosphere and proposed 
methods for assessing the ecological state of the permafrost. 
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On February  14, 2018, Professor Vyacheslav 
Nikolayevich Konishchev, doctor of geographical sci-
ences, head of the cryolithology and glaciology chair 
of Lomonosov Moscow State University, celebrated 
his 80th anniversary. In 1955, Vyacheslav Konishchev 
was admitted to study at the geography department 
of Moscow State University to connect his life with 
this institution. Upon graduation, he was off ered a 
position of a senior laboratory assistant at the chair 
which was then called the chair of Polar countries, 
and continued working there eventually to reach the 
position of a professor and head of the chair. 

Professor Konishchev is a world-renowned per-
mafrost scientist and geographer, a respected lecturer 
and organizer of science. He has authored more than 
250 publications, including 7 monographs and 9 tuto-
rials. Some of his books have been published abroad: 

in Canada, USA, Germany, France, China, and Po-
land. 

The research conducted by Vyacheslav Niko-
layevich is connected with the study of the signifi -
cance and place of cryogenesis in the system of natu-
ral processes on the Earth, of the behavior of mineral 
matter in the cryolithozone, and of the evolution and 
the geoecological role of the Earth’s cryosphere. Dur-
ing his work at MSU, he organized many fi eld expedi-
tions which worked under the severe conditions of 
diff erent Arctic regions, Eastern Siberia, the north of 
the European Russia; he participated in the expedi-
tions to the Canadian Arctic and to the high moun-
tains of Tibet. The materials obtained in the expedi-
tions helped him to solve a number of fundamental 
scientific problems. He substantiated and proved 
with numerous instances an entirely new stability 
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range of minerals characteristic only of the cryo-
lithozone. Based on this theoretical finding, Vya-
cheslav Nikolayevich discovered the cryogenic nature 
of the loess-like deposits, substantiated the polyge-
netic nature of the ice complex of Siberia and de-
monstrated the leading role of cryogenesis in the 
 formation of the mineral matter of these commonly 
occurring deposits. He proposed a new method of de-
termining paleo temperatures of the cryogenic masses 
commonly spread over Russia and discovered the old 
age of the gold placers in the north of Yakutia, having 
thus essentially expanded the geography of gold ex-
ploration. The concept of expanding of the Earth’s 
cryosphere proposed by Professor Konishchev has 
been widely recognized by the permafrost scientists. 
Over the recent years, Vyacheslav Nikolayevich has 
been successfully working at the ecological issues of 
the cryosphere under conditions of a changing cli-
mate.

Professor Konishchev has been teaching for over 
fi fty years, combining consistency and compassion, a 
high culture of communication and professionalism, 
and known for his constant readiness to be helpful to 
students and colleagues by word and by deed. For 
many years, he has been lecturing on general and re-
gional permafrost studies, the history of the Earth’s 
cryosphere, geoecology, and methods of cryolitho-
logical studies. He has supervised preparation of ten 
candidate’s theses and of one doctorate. His fruitful 
work at the university was awarded with the title of 
an honored professor of MSU. 

Vyacheslav Nikolayevich is an active propagator 
of knowledge about the cryosphere; he has published 
popular books and articles intended for the youth. 
Konishchev has more than once participated in popu-
lar science projects on television. 

Since 1993, Vyacheslav Nikolayevich Konish-
chev has headed the cryolithology and glaciology 
chair, the only chair in the world that prepares spe-
cialists in the area of the complex study of the Earth’s 
cryosphere. During these years, more than 250 stu-
dents graduated from his chair, now working as spe-
cialists in diff erent areas of science, survey and explo-
ration. 

For many years, Professor Konishchev has been 
conducting extensive scientifi c and organizing work: 
during 16 years, he was deputy dean of the geography 
department of MSU for scientifi c work, from 1981 to 
2016, he worked as a chairman of the specialized 
council of the State Commission for Academic De-

grees and Titles. At diff erent times, he was a member 
of the academic council for natural sciences of MSU, 
of an academic council of the Institute of Geography 
of RAS, and a member of the experts’ council of the 
State Education Committee. Now he is a member of 
the academic council of the geography department of 
MSU and of the joint academic council of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences on the Earth’s cryology. He is an 
expert of the Russian Science Foundation, of the Rus-
sian Foundation for Basic Research and of the Rus-
sian President’s foundations for support of young sci-
entists and scientifi c schools. He is a member of the 
editorial board of the Moscow University Bulletin 
journal (geography series), of the editorial board of 
the international Permafrost and Periglacial Processes 
journal and of the editorial board of the Earth’s Cryo-
sphere journal. Beginning with the fi rst issue of the 
Earth’s Cryosphere journal, Professor Konishchev has 
been an active member of the journal’s editorial board 
and has made invaluable contribution to the journal’s 
work. He is an experienced reviewer of many years, 
helping both well-known and young authors in the 
diffi  cult work of preparing publications. In 1999, Pro-
fessor Konishchev was awarded the title of an hon-
ored scientist of the Russian Federation. 

For many years, Vyacheslav Nikolayevich con-
ducted scientifi c and organizing work in the interna-
tional organizations of permafrost scientists and ge-
ographers and was a secretary of the terminology 
commission of the International Permafrost Associa-
tion. The scientifi c school of the chair headed by Pro-
fessor Konishchev was recognized one of the leading 
scientifi c schools of Russia at the fi rst competition of 
scientific schools in 1996 and ever since then, has 
been repeatedly mentioned as such for many years. 

Vyacheslav Nikolayevich is known for his mod-
esty, consideration for people, hard work and contin-
uous research done. Among his fellow scientists 
working at the geography department of Moscow 
University, among his geographer colleagues, perma-
frost scientists and glaciologists, Professor Konish-
chev is a recognized authority. He is a talented teach-
er, a friendly and outgoing person. 

We congratulate dear Vyacheslav Nikolayevich 
on his anniversary and wish him sturdy health and 
great success in his academic activity!
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