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The article reflects the main milestones of the scientific activity of Dmitry Stepanovich Drozdov, Doctor 
of Geological and Mineralogical Sciences, Chief Researcher, Deputy Director for Research of Earth Cryosphere 
Institute (Tyumen Scientific Center of the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences), and Associate 
chief editor of the Earth’s Cryosphere journal. D.S. Drozdov is a well-known specialist in the field of structuring 
and forecasting the state of geosystems in the permafrost zone. He pays special attention to the regional perma-
frost studies, permafrost monitoring, and technogenesis of the geological environment.
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Dmitry Stepanovich Drozdov was born on No-
vember 21, 1953 in Moscow into a family of geolo-
gists. His father Stepan Valerianovich worked for a 
long time at the Department of Engineering Geology 
of Moscow Geological Prospecting Institute (MGRI) 

and was the dean of the Hydrogeological Faculty. The 
example of a famous, successful, enthusiastic scientist 
influenced the choice of profession, and after graduat-
ing from school in 1971, Dmitry entered the Ord
zhonikidze Moscow Geological Prospecting Institute 
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(MGRI) to the Faculty of Hydrogeology, from which 
he graduated with honors in 1976 as a qualified min-
ing engineer-hydrogeologist.

Upon graduation, Dmitry Drozdov was sent to 
the All-Union Research Institute of Hydrogeology 
and Engineering Geology (VSEGINGEO), where he 
worked from 1976 to 1996 in the Department of Re-
gional Engineering Geology. During these years, 
work at the research institute involved not only office 
job with papers but also long expeditions, sometimes 
from May to October. Dmitry took an active part in 
annual expeditionary work in northern Kazakhstan, 
Western Siberia, and Eastern Siberia, where he served 
as a geologist and a head of geologic party.

Being at the position of an engineer in the insti-
tute, Dmitry demonstrated great interest in science 
and started working on his Candidate of Science 
(PhD) thesis. His scientific potential was supported 
by corresponding career growth. He was transferred 
to the position of junior researcher and then senior 
researcher. Scientific interests of D.S. Drozdov fo-
cused primarily on issues of engineering-geological 
and geocryological mapping at various scales in dif-
ferent regions of the USSR and Russia (Western Si-
beria, Yakutia, Krasnoyarsk Territory, Kazakhstan, 
Ukraine, and Armenia). The main attention was paid 
to the study of permafrost areas and to technogenesis 
of the geological environment.

In 1983, Dmitry Drozdov defended his PhD 
thesis “Identification and Delimitation of Geological 
Bodies at Medium-Scale Engineering-Geological 
Mapping Using Mathematical Methods (On the Ex-
ample of the North of Western Siberia)” for the degree 
of Candidate of Geological and Mineralogical Sci-
ences. At some point, his successful defense was under 
a threat. One of the expeditions took place in a re-
mote area of Eastern Siberia, from where it was pos-
sible to reach the mainland only by helicopter. Due 
to the poor weather conditions, the group was not 
taken out for a long time, and Dmitry risked not 
getting to his own defense. He had to walk through 
the taiga to the highway to Yakutsk. He managed to 
do this just before the river ferry crossing was shut 
down for a winter season. The time frame for prepar-
ing the report was greatly shortened, but Dmitry was 
very well organized. He showed his best professional 
features balancing between productivity and quality.

After the Chernobyl tragedy Dmitry Drozdov 
was sent to the site in 1987, and was directly involved 
in eliminating the consequences of the disaster at the 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant as a geological engi-
neer.

In 1992, Dmitry Stepanovich Drozdov became 
the head of the VSEGINGEO Engineering and Geo-
logical Survey Laboratory. In 1996, after the cessa-
tion of regional permafrost surveys at VSEGINGEO 
in 1996, he moved to the Institute of the Earth Cryo-

sphere (Tyumen Scientific Center, Siberian Branch of 
the Russian Academy of Sciences), where he current-
ly works as a chief researcher and deputy director for 
research. 

All these years, he has been dealing with the fun-
damental problems of predicting the state of perma-
frost geosystems, organizing and carrying out work 
related to the scientific topics of the institute and the 
economic development of Siberia, heading various-
scale areal and monitoring geocryological studies and 
investigating new geoecological aspects of the Earth 
cryosphere. In 2004, Dmitry Stepanovich Drozdov 
defended his doctoral dissertation “Information and 
Cartographic Modeling of Natural-Technogenic Envi-
ronments in Geocryology” for the degree of Doctor of 
Geological and Mineralogical Sciences.

For more than 20 years, Dmitry Drozdov has 
been participating in international cooperation on 
permafrost monitoring. He is a member of the Inter-
national Permafrost Association (IPA), a participant 
in the International CALM (Circumpolar Active 
Layer Monitoring) and TSP (Thermal State of Per-
mafrost) programs. In recent years, he has been one of 
the initiators of promoting a project for comprehen-
sive geocryological monitoring of the Arctic zone of 
the Russian Federation.

Dmitry Drozdov is a scientific director and par-
ticipant in the initiative projects of the Russian 
Foundation for Basic Research and the Russian Sci-
ence Foundation, integration programs of the Siberi-
an Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, a 
member of the Scientific Council on Earth Cryology, 
a member of the Academic Council of the Earth 
Cryosphere Institute and the Dissertation Council of 
the Melnikov Permafrost Institute, Siberian Branch 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences. He is also a 
member of the editorial board of the journal Geoeco
logy, a member of the Higher Attestation Commis-
sion, an expert of the Russian Academy of Sciences 
and the State Commission for Reserves. In 2022, 
D.S.  Drozdov ran for the title of Corresponding 
Member of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Since 1997, D.S. Drozdov has been a member of 
the editorial board of the Earth’s Cryosphere journal. 
Since 2023, he became an Associate chief editor. Dur-
ing all these years, he not only actively participates in 
the work of the journal as a reviewer and author but 
also provides constant and invaluable assistance in 
organizational work.

The results of D.S. Drozdov’s research are sum-
marized in more than 250 published works. He is a 
coauthor of 8 monographs and 46 published scientific 
articles, which are highly rated and indexed in the 
Web of Science and Scopus databases. 

Below is a short list of his most important publi-
cations, which have earned recognition among geoc-
ryologists because of their scientific and methodolog-
ical value.
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Geocryological Conditions of the West Siberian Gas-Bearing 
Province (Ed. by E.S. Melnikov, Novosibirsk, Nauka, 
1983, 199 p. [Drozdov D.S. – co-author of the mono-
graph].

Methods of Regional Engineering-Geocryological Research 
for Plain Territories (Ed. by E.S.  Melnikov and 
G.I. Dubikov). Moscow, Nedra, 1986, 207 p. (in Rus-
sian) [Drozdov D.S. – co-author of the monograph].

Geocryology of the USSR, Western Siberia (Ed. by E.D. Er-
shov). Moscow, Nedra, 1989, 456  p. (in Russian) 
[Drozdov D.S. – co-author of the monograph].

Study of Engineering-Geological and Hydrogeological Con-
ditions of Upper Rock Layers in Oil and Gas Bearing 
Areas of the Permafrost Zone. Methodological Manual 
(Ed. by E.S. Melnikov, E.S. Grechishchev, A.V. Pav-
lov). Moscow, Nedra, 1992, 288 p. (in Russian) [Dro-
zdov D.S. – co-author of the monograph].

Permafrost and Development of Oil and Gas Bearing Areas 
(Ed. by E.S. Melnikov, E.S. Grechishchev). Moscow, 
GEOS, 2002, 402 p. (in Russian) [Drozdov D.S. – co-
author of the monograph].

Drozdov D.S., 1997. Assessing the reliability of landscape 
indication of engineering-geocryological conditions 
during the transition from large to medium scale sur-
vey in Western Siberia. Kriosfera Zemli [Earth’s Cryo-
sphere] I (4), 35–41. (in Russian)

Drozdov D.S., Ukraintseva N.G., Tsarev A.M., Chekrygi-
na S.N., 2010. Changes in the temperature field of fro-
zen rocks and the state of geosystems on the territory 
of the Urengoy oil field over the past 35 years (1974–
2008). Kriosfera Zemli [Earth’s Cryosphere] XIV (1), 
22–31. (in Russian)

Drozdov D.S., Vasiliev A.A., Malkova G.V., Moskalenko N.G., 
Orekhov P.T., Ukraintseva N.G., 2011. Changes in the 
temperature of permafrost in the western sector of the 
Russian Arctic in connection with climate change. In: 
Polar Cryosphere and Land Waters. Moscow, Paulsen, 
p. 153–170. (in Russian)

Melnikov V.P., Drozdov D.S., Malkova G.V., 2009. On cryo-
genic resources in connection with the environmental 
doctrine. In: Northern Dimension of Global Problems. 
First results of the International Polar Year. Moscow, 
Nauka, p. 57–73. (in Russian)

Drozdov D.S., Malkova G.V., Korostelev Yu.V., Gravis A.G., 
Berdnikov N.M., 2017. National Atlas of the Arctic (Ed. 

by N.S. Kasimov). Moscow, Roskartografiya, p. 254–
260. (in Russian)

Dubrovin  B.A., Brushkov  A.B., Drozdov  D.S., Zhe-
leznyak M.N., 2019. Knowledge, current state, pros-
pects and problems of development of the permafrost 
zone of the Arctic. Mineral Resources of Russia: Eco-
nomics and Management 166 (3), 55–64. (in Russian)

For scientific and production achievements and 
participation in public work Dmitry Drozdov was re-
peatedly awarded with certificates and diplomas from 
economic and public organizations, including a di-
ploma of the governor of the Tyumen region. His re-
search was awarded the honorary badge of the Sibe-
rian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Dmitry Stepanovich Drozdov pays great atten-
tion to working with postgraduate students and 
teaching. He was one of the initiators of organizing 
the Department of the Earth Cryosphere at the Or-
dzhonikidze Russian State Geological Prospecting 
University (MGRI). Although this initiative was not 
fully implemented, because the newly organized de-
partment was merged with the Department of Engi-
neering Geology due to educational reform, the ef-
forts were not in vain. Among the academic disci-
plines of the Department of Engineering Geology, 
lecture courses on general geocryology, the Earth’ 
cryosphere, regional geocryology, and engineering 
geocryology have appeared. This is certainly the mer-
it of Dmitry Drozdov.

Dmitry Stepanovich Drozdov is a wonderful 
family man; he is married, has two adult children, and 
three grandchildren. Among his colleagues, D.S. Dro-
zdov enjoys great respect and love. He is distin-
guished by high professionalism, punctuality, friend-
liness, modesty, generosity, sense of humor, and deep 
decency.

All colleagues and friends sincerely congratulate 
the Anniversary Hero on his 70th birthday and wish 
him health, joy, creative longevity, and further ac
hievements in all areas of work and scientific activity.
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