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On November 10, 2023, Stanislav Ivanovich Zabolotnik, leading researcher at the Laboratory of General 
Geocryology of the Melnikov Permafrost Institute, Candidate of Geological and Mineralogical Sciences, Mem-
ber of the International Academy of Informatization passed away at the age of 86 after a serious long illness. 
Stanislav Zabolotnik will be remembered as a remarkable permafrost researcher, an experienced field worker, 
and science manager.
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Stanislav Ivanovich Zabolotnik was born on 
July 12, 1938 in Krasnoyarsk into a family of teach-
ers. Almost all of his childhood and school years were 
spent in the city of Igarka, in the north of Kras-
noyarsk region. He lost his father, a school director, in 
WWII in 1945. 

In 1955, Stanislav Zabolotnik entered the Geo-
logical Faculty of Lomonosov Moscow State Univer-
sity to specialize in the Department of Permafrost 
Science. He graduated from the university in 1960 

and was assigned to the Igarka Permafrost Research 
Station of the V.A. Obruchev Institute of Permafrost 
Science, the USSR Academy of Sciences. On Janu-
ary 1, 1961, the Obruchev Institute came under the 
jurisdiction of the newly formed Permafrost Institute 
of the Siberian Branch of the USSR Academy of Sci-
ences.

In May 1961, S.I. Zabolotnik was sent to Yakutsk 
to work in the geological survey group headed by 
N.S. Danilova, who conducted permafrost studies in 
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the Vilyui River valley. Then, at the request of Profes-
sor N.I. Saltykov, Stanislav Zabolotnik carried out 
field experiments in the settlement of Promyshlennyi 
to determine soil thaw subsidence in connection with 
the proposed construction of a soot plant based on 
the local gas fields. 

Real life experience and work in expeditions 
were very interesting and fruitful. Therefore, when 
the deputy director of the institute, Professor 
N.A. Grave suggested Zabolotnik to move to work in 
Yakutsk, he, after some hesitation, agreed. In mid-
January 1962, he arrived with his family in Yakutsk.

Over many years, Stanislav Ivanovich partici-
pated in the most important works of the institute. 
These included monitoring geocryological studies in 
the mountains of Northern Transbaikalia and Mongo-
lia, the organization of a whole cycle of stationary 
year-round studies in Central Yakutia and at several 
points in the eastern section of the BAM zone, as well 
as in the city of Yakutsk, at one of the first industrial 
facilities (Yakutsk Thermal Power Plant) built on the 
principle of preserving the permafrost using venti-
lated air space type foundations. The results of these 
works were presented in 220 scientific works, 160 of 
which were published. Among them, there are 4 mo
nographs, 3 brochures, and 14 maps.

In 1972, in Moscow, S.I. Zabolotnik successfully 
defended his Candidate of Science dissertation Sea-
sonal Freezing and Thawing of Soils in the Mongolian 

People’s Republic at the council of the Productive and 
Research Institute for Survey and Construction 
(PNIIS).

In addition to scientific activities, S.I. Zabolotnik 
was involved in extensive social and scientific-organi-
zational work. In 1975–1983, he headed the expedi-
tion working in the Baikal–Amur Mainline construc-
tion area; in 1983–1990, he used to be a scientific 
secretary of the dissertation council organized at the 
Permafrost Institute, Siberian Branch of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences. From 1987 to 1999, Zabolotnik 
worked as a deputy director for scientific work at the 
Institute. He was repeatedly elected to the Institute 
Committee of the Communist Party (CPSU), the 
Yaroslavsky district (Yakutsk) Committee of the 
CPSU, and the Yakutsk city Committee of the 
CPSU. Until his last days, he was the chairman of the 
Institute commission on labor disputes.

The merits of Stanislav Zabolotnik have received 
wide recognition and have been duly noted with such 
high awards as the medal “For the Construction of 
the Baikal–Amur Mainline”, the honorary badge 
“Silver Sigma”, the medal “Veteran of Labor”, the ti-
tle “Honorary Worker of Science and Technology of 
the Russian Federation”, the badge of distinction 
“Civil Valor”, etc.

Stanislav Ivanovich will remain in our memory 
as a talented permafrost scientist, an original and me-
ticulous researcher, a good comrade and colleague.
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S.I. Zabolotnik (far right) on the route with P.P. Filippov and I.A. Nekrasov (Amur Region, 1963).


